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DEUTSCH AND CRABTREE RECEIVE AMBER AWARDS

Alex Abrahamson of Saint John, N.D., 
and Mylie Herman of Tilden, N.D., 
were recently awarded scholarships 
from USDGA. 

Abrahamson is the recipient of the 
2017 Monroe Scheflo Scholarship. 
He is a freshman at Dakota College 
of Bottineau where he is pursuing a 
degree in crop and weed science. He 

continues to work on his family’s farm, which grows durum, 
as well as a variety of other crops. Abrahamson has been active 
in FFA, FCCLA, Science Olympiad and Student Senate at 
Dakota College of Bottineau. He also served as the National 
Honor Society’s chapter vice president. Abrahamson plans 
on attending North Dakota State University to complete his 

ABRAHAMSON AND HERMAN AWARDED SCHOLARSHIPS

Keith Deutsch, a 
durum producer 
from Plaza, N.D., 
and John Crabtree, 
assistant director of 
the Northern Crops 
Institute located 
in Fargo, N.D., 
received the 2017 
Amber Awards from 
USDGA during the 
Crop Outlook and 
International Durum 
Forum banquet on 

Nov. 6 in Minot, N.D. The Amber Award recognizes individuals 
who have shown outstanding commitment and dedication 
to the durum industry in the areas of production, research or 
education.
 
Deutsch was raised on a grain and cattle farm five miles 
northeast of Plaza, N.D. He graduated from North Dakota 
State University and accepted a position with the United States 
Department of Agriculture as a soil conservationist in Minot, 
N.D., and later in Crosby, N.D., and Edgeley, N.D. He returned 
home in 1984 to farm. The Deutsch farm is exclusively a no 

till operation with a variety of crops, including durum, barley, 
flax, oats, mustard, sunflowers, canola, winter wheat, soybeans, 
crambe and lentils. Deutsch was a director on the USDGA board 
from 2008-2016, including serving as president. He also served 
as a director of the Plaza-Makoti Equity Elevator, supervisor of 
the Spring Coulee Township and member of the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church Board. 

Crabtree is the assistant 
director of the Northern Crops 
Institute (NCI) in Fargo, 
N.D., and has been with the 
association for more than 
30 years. His responsibilities 
include coordinating the 
development and presentation 
of educational programs for 
food industry professionals, 
both domestic and foreign, 
and maintaining historical, 
current and anticipated supply and demand data on agricultural 
commodities. He has spent his career working to maintain and 
expand durum sales, both domestic and abroad. During his time 
at NCI, he has coordinated an annual pasta course highlighting 
the quality advantages of U.S. durum and pasta.

master’s degree in crop and weed 
science. Upon completion of his 
degree, he plans to return to the family 
farm and expand the operation by 
raising new kinds of livestock and 
growing crop seed for other producers 
throughout the area.

Herman received the 2017 USDGA 
Scholarship. She is a senior at North 
Dakota State University pursuing a degree in economics and 
strategic communication. Her family farm has grown durum 
for more than 20 years. Herman has been active in FFA, 
FCCLA and Math Club. Throughout her years at NDSU, she 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
producers at the state and federal level, as well as working 
with other organizations as the 2018 Farm Bill is in the writing 
process. It is important to collaborate with as many state and 
national groups as possible to make life better on the farm.

USDGA will be at several farm shows this winter, so stop 
in and say hi. Bring your neighbor so we can sign up a new 
member, or 10. A larger membership strengthens our voice in 
telling the story on how we grow the safest food in the world.

I would like to welcome Scott Monke, Regent, N.D., to the 
USDGA board of directors. We still have a couple of open 
spots on the board. If you’re interested, contact any board 
member or the staff. 

Until the next Durum Kernel, stay warm, be safe and eat pasta!

Mark Martinson
President

Greetings USDGA 
members! I hope you're 
having a great and 
relaxing off-season.

In November, 
we co-hosted the 
Crop Outlook and 
International Durum 
Forum with the N.D. 
Wheat Commission 

(NDWC). USDGA and NDWC staff put together another great 
two-day event. 

I attended and was pleased with the Durum Industry Advisory 
Council (DIAC) meeting held prior to the event. I believe 
there is improved comradery between producers and industry. 
We all need to work together to make the durum industry 
successful now and into the future.

We will be busy this winter monitoring California’s 
Proposition 65 lawsuit and other issues important to durum 

2018 MEMBERSHIP
Thank you for your ongoing 
support of USDGA. Through 
membership investment, USDGA 
is able to provide a voice for 
producers on agricultural policy 
and the durum industry, while 
keeping producers informed 
about the latest technology in durum production.  

Please remember to renew your membership for 
2018. We look forward to working closely with you as 
USDGA continues to pursue its mission of increasing 
the profitability of durum production through 
effective domestic policy development and promotion 
and coordinated communication and educational 
outreach.

U.S. Durum Growers AssociationU.S. Durum
Growers Association

USDGA is 
electronically 
distributing 
the monthly 
Durum 
Kernel eUPDATE to members in an effort to provide 
more timely and communication to durum producers 
and industry stakeholders.

We welcome story ideas, pasta recipes, upcoming 
events and other relevant producer information 
for inclusion in the eUPDATE. Please email your 
submission to office@durumgrowers.com by the 13th 
of each month. If you are not receiving the eUPDATE, 
please email your request to office@durumgrowers.com 
or call 701-214-3203.

eeupdate reminder 

has been involved in the National Agri-Marketing Association, 
where she held various leadership roles. She is also active in the 
Delta Delta Delta sorority at NDSU. Upon completion of her 
degree, Herman would like to work in public relations for an 
agriculture company.

The Monroe Scheflo Scholarship Fund was established by 
USDGA in 1985 in memory of Monroe Scheflo, who served 
as the association’s president from 1982-1984 when he lost his 
battle with cancer at the age of 43. The USDGA Scholarship was 
established by the association in 2014 in order to offer another 
scholarship opportunity to agriculture students in durum-
producing states.

(continued from page 1)
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2017 Crop Outlook and 
International Durum 
Forum a Great Success  

Members of the U.S. durum industry met in Minot, N.D., for the 2017 Crop 
Outlook and International Durum Forum Nov. 6-7. The annual event, hosted 
by USDGA and the N.D. Wheat Commission, provides a unique opportunity 
for producers, millers, grain trade and pasta manufacturers to interact and share 
information.

The event kicked off on Monday with a banquet and keynote on commodity 
markets by Josh Mardikian, Midwest AgEnergy Group. Presentations on 
Tuesday covered crop overviews, research, pasta trends, industry policy and 
regulations and weather. The event wrapped up with a luncheon and Cowboy 
Logic Live by Ryan Taylor, North Dakota author and politician.

USDGA Signs onto Proposition 65 lawsuit
USDGA has joined other agricultural groups across the United 
States in signing onto the California Proposition 65 lawsuit. 
These groups have come together to challenge the state of 
California for listing glyphosate as “known to the state of 
California to cause cancer” under its Proposition 65. The case 
was filed in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
California. 

The agricultural coalition is let by the National Association 
of Wheat Growers, National Corn Growers Association, 
Associated Industries of Missouri, Iowa Soybean Association, 
Agri-business Association of Iowa, Missouri Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry, Missouri Farm Bureau, North 
Dakota Grain Growers Association, South Dakota Agri-
Business Association and Western Plant Health Association, as 
well as USDGA.

Under Proposition 65, any product containing glyphosate or 
any product with even trace amounts of glyphosate will be 
required to include a warning label to sell those products in 
2018. The ag coalition says this label is “misleading” and “false” 
and will impact several companies, farmers and food products 
that come into contact with these products.
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N.D. Wheat Commission 
Chairman David 
Clough welcoming the 
attendees of the 2017 
Crop Outlook and 
International Durum 
Forum.

Ryan Taylor, author and politician, 
providing Cowboy Logic.

Thank you
2017 SPONSORS!
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