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FishER aND DoE REcEivE aMbER awaRDs
Jay Fisher, president of Fisher Research LLC and 
N.D. Representative from District 5, of Minot, 
N.D., and Russell Doe, durum producer, of Reeder, 
N.D., received 2019 Amber Awards from USDGA 
during the Crop Outlook and International Durum 
Forum banquet on Nov. 11 in Minot, N.D. The 
Amber Award recognizes individuals who have 
shown outstanding commitment and dedication 
to the durum industry in the areas of production, 
research or education.

Fisher was raised in Kidder County and holds a 
bachelor’s degree and master’s degree from North 
Dakota State University. He has called Minot his 
home for nearly 40 years. He and his wife, Marlys, 
a registered nurse at Trinity Cardiac Rehab, 
have four children and four grandchildren. He 
is passionate about agriculture and spent more 
than 37 years as agronomist/director at the North 
Central Research and Extension Center (NCREC). 
His work with NCREC included evaluation and 

LystaD aND MccRoRy awaRDED schoLaRships

dissemination of research activities on herbicide 
residue in hard red spring and durum wheat and 
research on sulfonylurea chemical combinations 
for false chamomile control in durum. He also 
supported providing genetically pure, foundation 
grade seed to North Dakota hard red spring and 
durum wheat producers. Fisher is currently the 
president of Fisher Research LLC, a precision and 
value-added agriculture company, and serves as a 
N.D. Representative from District 5.

Doe has been a durum producer in Reeder for 42 
years. He has also worked as a custom harvester in 
Oklahoma and North Dakota for the past 25 years. 
Doe served as a USDGA board member for nine 
years, including two years as president. During 
his years on the USDGA board of directors, Doe’s 
passion for the industry showed while attending 
countless meetings and putting in endless hours to 
address durum grading issues.

Jay Fisher

Russell Doe

Alexa Lystad of Fargo, N.D., and 
Jack McCrory of Linton, N.D., were 
recently awarded scholarships from 
USDGA during the Crop Outlook 
and International Durum Forum in 
November.

Lystad is the recipient of the 2019 
Monroe Scheflo Scholarship. She 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
crop and weed science from North 

Dakota State University (NDSU) and is currently pursuing a 
master’s degree in plant science. Lystad has been active in her 
family farm and was an NDSU undergraduate and graduate 
research assistant, research extension specialist in sugarbeet 
weed control, presenter and author of sugarbeet research and 
extension reports, and presenter at the American Society of 
Sugarbeet Technologists in 2019. Upon completion of her 

degree, she plans to continue to 
be involved in the research and 
education portion of agriculture, 
while finding balance as a wife and 
mother. She is the daughter of Mark 
and Lori Martinson. 

McCrory received the 2019 
USDGA Scholarship. He is a college 
sophomore at NDSU pursuing a 
degree in agriculture economics. 
McCrory has been active in his family farm and is a member 
of the National Honor Society and his church youth group. He 
was valedictorian of his high school class and an Academic All-
State Nominee-Honorable Mention. Upon completion of his 
degree, he plans to return to his family’s farm and ranch. He is 
the son of John and Lisa McCrory.

Alexa Lystad Jack McCrory



declaration and WHIP+ enhancements that include quality 
losses for eligible crops. 

It is farm show season, and USDGA has been present at many 
across both Montana and North Dakota, including the MAGIE 
and KMOT Ag Expo. We enjoy the opportunity to connect 
with producers across the region and to recruit members in 
order to strengthen our voice in telling the story of how we 
grow the safest food in the world.

I would like to welcome Tim Goeser of Munich, N.D., to the 
USDGA Board of Directors. We still have a one open spot on 
the board. If you’re interested, contact any board member or 
the staff. 

I am honored to serve as your president and wish you the best 
with the 2020 crop year! 

All the Best, 

Blake Inman, USDGA President

Greetings USDGA members! 

Given the challenges of the 
past year, I hope you were 
able to spend quality time 
with loved ones over the 
holidays and are heading into 
the new year with hope for a 
promising 2020.

Along with the N.D. Wheat Commission, USDGA hosted a 
successful Crop Outlook and International Durum Forum in 
November, with nearly 150 industry stakeholders attending the 
two-day event. The Durum Industry Advisory Council (DIAC) 
meeting held prior to the event assisted in identifying the 
challenges and opportunities across all sectors of the industry.

USDGA continues to focus on numerous federal priority 
policy issues including durum and spring wheat separation in 
enterprise unites, varietal registration system (VRS) issues with 
Canada, and inconsistencies in durum grading. Working with 
numerous other state and national groups over the past several 
months, we were successful in assisting to secure a disaster 

pREsiDENt’s REpoRt
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aDDitioNaL DisastER FUNDiNg sEcURED
U.S. Senator John Hoeven, chairman of the Senate Agriculture 
Appropriations Committee, was successful in securing 
additional disaster assistance for farmers impacted by severe 
weather. Hoeven advanced the measures as part of the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2020 Agriculture Appropriations legislation that was 
passed and signed into law in late December. Specifically, this 
legislation:

• Provides $1.5 billion in disaster assistance, which is 
being reprogrammed from unspent FY2017 disaster 
funding. This funding is in addition to the $3 billion in 
disaster assistance approved by Congress in May. 

• Requires the Secretary of Agriculture to make disaster 
payments to eligible sugar cooperatives.

• Expands program eligibility to cover quality losses, in 
addition to production losses. 

• Clarifies eligible disaster events by including losses 
related to excess moisture and D3 drought.

“With everything our farmers are working to overcome, this 
additional $1.5 billion in disaster assistance is an important 
step in providing certainty and helping them maintain their 
operations,” said Hoeven. “Our efforts in the Agriculture 
Appropriations bill were all about ensuring there was enough 
funding in place to help our farmers recover. Further, we 
worked to provide broad enough coverage to help producers 
with the wide range of challenges they face, from excessive 
moisture affecting grains to sugar beets frozen in the ground.”

USDGA, along with other state and national organizations, 
advocated over the past several months for additional overall 
disaster assistance that included both production and quality 
loss coverage.  

THANK YOU to Sen. Hoeven for his dedication to addressing 
these issues.
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U.S. durum industry stakeholders met in Minot, N.D., for the 2019 Crop Outlook and 
International Durum Forum, hosted by USDGA and the N.D. Wheat Commission, 
on Nov. 11-12. The event brought together industry experts and producers to share 
and discuss the latest trends impacting the wheat and durum industries.

The event kicked off Nov. 11 with a banquet and presentation by Dalton Henry, vice 
president of policy for U.S. Wheat Associates. Sen. Hoeven addressed the group and 
recognition of USDGA’s award and scholarship winners also took place during the 
banquet.

The agenda on Nov. 12 included 2019 hard red spring wheat and durum crop 
overviews. In addition, a panel of experts discussed glyphosate and the future of the 
durum industry, and an update was provided by USDA Risk Management Agency 
Administrator Martin Barbre on quality loss coverage and separation of durum and 
spring wheat acres in enterprise units. The USDGA annual meeting was also held. 
Linda Nicholson Miller, creator and owner of Salty Seattle, closed out the event as 

the luncheon speaker demonstrating how she 
makes colorful pasta using flour, eggs and 
vegetables. Presentations are available at 
www.durumgrowers.com.

2020 MEMbERship
Thank you for your ongoing support of USDGA. 
Through membership investment, USDGA is able to 
provide a voice for producers on agricultural policy and 
the durum industry, while keeping producers informed 
about the latest technology in durum production.  

Please remember to renew your membership for 
2020. We look forward to working closely with you as 
USDGA continues to pursue its mission of increasing 
the profitability of durum production through effective 
domestic policy development and promotion and 
coordinated communication and educational outreach.

USDGA is 
electronically 
distributing the 
monthly Durum 
Kernel eUPDATE to members in an effort to provide more timely 
and regular communication to durum producers and industry 
stakeholders.

We welcome story ideas, pasta recipes, upcoming events, and other 
relevant producer information for inclusion in the eUPDATE. 
Please email your submission to office@durumgrowers.com by the 
15th of each month. If you are not receiving the eUPDATE, email 
your request to office@durumgrowers.com or call 701-214-3203.

eeUpDatE REMiNDER 

pREsiDENt’s REpoRt 2019 cRop oUtLooK aND 
iNtERNatioNaL DURUM 
FoRUM a gREat sUccEss
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U.S. Senator John Hoeven speaking at 
the Crop Outlook and International 

Durum Forum.

Creator and Owner of Salty Seattle, Linda 
Nicholson Miller, demonstrating how to make 

colorful pasta.

thaNK yoU
2019 spoNsoRs!

RAY FARMERS UNION ELEVATOR

AGT
F O O D S



PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

BISMARCK, ND
PERMIT NO. 433

U.s. DURUM gRowERs associatioN
1605 East Capitol Avenue • Bismarck, ND 58501

701-214-3203 (Phone)  •  701-223-4645 (Fax)  •  www.durumgrowers.com
USDGA’s mission is to increase the profitability of durum production through effective market development

and promotion and coordinated communication and educational outreach.

BLAKE INMAN
President - Berthold, N.D. 

SCOTT MONKE
Vice President - Regent, N.D. 

JORDON HAWBAKER
2nd Vice President - Portal, N.D. 

ARVIN LARSON
Secretary/Treasurer - Williston, N.D. 

ExEcUtivE coMMittEE

DEANA WIESE
Executive Director - Bismarck, N.D.

staFF NoRth DaKota whEat
coMMissioN REpREsENtativE

DUSTIN JOHNSRUD - Epping, N.D.

DiREctoRs
TIM GOESER
Munich, N.D. 
LANNY JONES
Joplin, Mont.
ART SCHILKE
Crosby, N.D.

STEVE PERDUE
Ray, N.D.

TRACY SCHUMACHER
Scranton, N.D. 

KARI EVENS
Fort Benton, Mont.

GARY STEIER
Hettinger, N.D.

U.S. Durum Growers Association 
1605 East Capitol Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501
Phone: 701-214-3203
Fax: 701-223-4645
office@durumgrowers.com
www.durumgrowers.com

U.S. Durum Growers Association


