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JONES AND RANSOM RECEIVE AMBER AWARDS
Lawson Jones, a 
durum producer 
from Webster, 
N.D., and Joel 
Ransom, extension 
agronomist at 
North Dakota 
State University 
located in Fargo, 
N.D., received 2018 
Amber Awards 
from USDGA 
during the Crop 

Outlook and International Durum Forum banquet on Nov. 
5 in Minot, N.D. The Amber Award recognizes individuals 
who have shown outstanding commitment and dedication 
to the durum industry in the areas of production, research or 
education.

Lawson Jones was raised on a grain farm located near Webster, 
N.D. Jones attended North Dakota State University (NDSU) 
and received an agriculture economics degree before returning 
to the family farm to continue the operation. He was a USDGA 
board member and served as the president in 1993. During 
his time with USDGA, he worked closely with NDSU on 
new variety releases. Jones was also appointed to the Dakota 
Growers Pasta Company’s Durum Research, Education and 
Management Committee in 1993. Today, he continues his 

Kaitlyn Peterson of Bismarck, N.D., and 
Billie Lentz of Rolla, N.D., were recently 
awarded scholarships from USDGA.
 
Peterson is the recipient of the 2018 
Monroe Scheflo Scholarship. She is 
a sophomore at North Dakota State 
University (NDSU) majoring in animal 
science. Peterson has been active in her 
family farm, Chi Alpha sorority, Pre-Vet 

Club, Saddle and Sirloin, and has worked at the NDSU Wheat 
Quality Lab. Upon completion of her degree, she plans to pursue 
veterinary medicine with the hopes of becoming a large animal 

PETERSON AND LENTZ AWARDED SCHOLARSHIPS

Kaitlyn Peterson

veterinarian for the North Dakota region. She 
is the daughter of Jim and Peggy Peterson.

Lentz received the 2018 USDGA Scholarship. 
She is a senior at Rolla High School and plans 
to attend NDSU and major in agricultural 
economics. Lentz has been active in FFA, 
speech, 4-H, North Dakota State 4-H 
Ambassadors, National Honor Society, 
Student Council, and FCCLA. She has been 
recognized as the North Dakota FFA Member Highlight and is 
Rolla High School’s National Honor Society president. She is the 
daughter of Doyle and Kerry Lentz.

Billie Lentz

involvement in durum 
variety development 
to benefit producers. 
Jones is a leader in 
testing and applying 
promising new 
strategies for durum 
production. 

Dr. Joel Ransom 
is an extension 
agronomist at NDSU 
with a research 
and Extension focus in small grains and corn. He received a 
bachelor’s degree from Brigham Young University and master’s 
and doctorate degrees from the University of Minnesota, all 
focused in agronomy. Prior to joining NDSU in 2002, he held 
various positions with the International Maize and Wheat 
Improvement Centers stationed in Mexico, Kenya and Nepal. 
Recently, Dr. Ransom received the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award for service on international assignments in the Farmer-
to-Farmer program in Senegal. A recent publication of Dr. 
Ransom’s titled “Field Guide to Sustainable Production of High-
Quality Durum Wheat in North Dakota” won the 2017 American 
Society of Agronomy Extension Community Education 
Publication Award. Dr. Ransom is also the coordinator for 
the Best of The Best in Wheat Research in Marketing held at 
multiple locations across North Dakota each year.

Amber Award recipient Lawson Jones and 
USDGA President Mark Martinson

USDGA President Mark Martinson and 
Amber Award recipient Joel Ransom



lobbyist, James Callan. It is important to collaborate with state 
and national groups to make life better on the farm.

USDGA will be at several farm shows this winter, so stop 
in and say hi. Bring your neighbor so we can sign up a new 
member, or ten. A larger membership strengthens our voice in 
telling the story on how we grow the safest food in the world.

I would like to welcome Kari Evans, Fort Benton, Mont., 
and Gary Steier, Hettinger, N.D., to the USDGA Board of 
Directors. We still have an open spot on the board. If you’re 
interested, contact any board member or the staff. 

I am honored to serve as your president and can’t wait to see 
what 2019 brings for durum and pasta! 

All the Best, 
 

Blake Inman, USDGA President

66TH LEgISLATIVE ASSEMBLy KICKS Off
North Dakota's 66th Legislative Assembly kicked off Jan. 3. 
USDGA will monitor issues in the following areas in order to 
maintain policies that provide favorable conditions for durum 
production:

• Profitable Production – to ensure farmers are able to 
effectively produce and transport their crops. 

• Favorable Market Conditions – to provide equitable 
market conditions for durum producers.

• Innovative Research – to ensure the viability of durum 
production for future generations. 

To keep members updated, USDGA will send legislative 
updates every Friday during the session. If you are not 
receiving these updates and would like to, contact JaCee 
Aaseth at 701-214-3202 or office@durumgrowers.com.

Greetings USDGA members! I 
hope you’re having a great off-
season. My name is Blake Inman, 
and I am the 2018-2019 USDGA 
president. I farm near Berthold, 
N.D., and own Birdsall Grain 
and Seed, a seed company that 
conditions and sells certified seed.

In November, USDGA co-hosted 
the Crop Outlook and International Durum Forum with the 
N.D. Wheat Commission (NDWC). USDGA and NDWC staff 
put together another great two-day event. I attended and was 
pleased with the Durum Industry Advisory Council meeting 
held prior to the event. I believe there is improved comradery 
between producers and industry. We need to work together to 
make the durum industry successful now and into the future.

We will be busy this winter monitoring North Dakota issues 
important to durum producers during the 2019 legislative 
session, as well as federal issues with our Washington, D.C., 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
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USMCA ADDRESSES DURUM AND WHEAT ISSUES
The U.S. Mexico Canada Agreement (USMCA), which will 
replace the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
was signed on Nov. 30. USMCA must be ratified by all three 
governments before it goes into effect.
 
The agreement addresses the foreign treatment of U.S.-
produced durum and wheat being automatically downgraded 
to feed classification and subject to a different grading standard 
than Canadian origin wheat. The new agreement will ensure 
imported and domestic wheat are treated equally for grading and 
inspection. 
 
However, there are still challenges and uncertainty with the 
language on this issue. The challenge lies with the Canadian 
varietal registration system, which limits which varieties are 
accepted within certain Canadian classes. It appears U.S. 

producers who grow varieties approved and accepted within 
Canadian classes will have the best access to the Canadian 
market, barring any government imposed phytosanitary or 
custom restrictions. The uncertainty with the current language 
is how unapproved or unregistered varieties are treated within 
Canada and what steps will be taken in the future to get a larger 
number of U.S. varieties registered within Canadian classes. 

USDGA is very appreciative of the work done by North 
Dakota’s congressional delegation to address the unfair 
treatment of U.S.-produced wheat within the Canadian 
wheat system and to get positive, specific language included 
in the agreement. USDGA is working with the N.D. Wheat 
Commission and N.D. Grain Growers Association to provide 
input on further clarification, or potential changes, to USTR 
and USDA Foreign Agricultural Services.
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Members of the U.S. durum industry met in Minot, N.D., for the 2018 Crop 
Outlook and International Durum Forum Nov. 5-6. The annual event, hosted 
by USDGA and N.D. Wheat Commission, provides a unique opportunity for 
producers, millers, grain trade, and pasta manufacturers to interact and share 
information. 

The event kicked off on Monday with a banquet and keynote on the insights 
of the 2018 Farm Bill and trade by Dr. Joe Outlaw, professor and extension 
economist, Texas A&M University. Presentations on Tuesday covered crop 
overviews, research, durum quality grading, trade, and the weather. The event 
wrapped up with a luncheon and keynote discussing pasta and wheat trends in 
today’s markets with Todd Hale, retail insights thought leader with Neilsen.

2019 MEMBERSHIP
Thank you for your ongoing support of USDGA. 
Through membership investment, USDGA is able to 
provide a voice for producers on agricultural policy and 
the durum industry, while keeping producers informed 
about the latest technology in durum production.  

Please remember to renew your membership for 
2019. We look forward to working closely with you as 
USDGA continues to pursue its mission of increasing 
the profitability of durum production through effective 
domestic policy development and promotion and 
coordinated communication and educational outreach.

Dr. Joe Outlaw addresses event 
attendees regarding the 2018 
Farm Bill.

USDGA is 
electronically 
distributing the 
monthly Durum 
Kernel eUPDATE to members in an effort to provide more 
timely and regular communication to durum producers and 
industry stakeholders.

We welcome story ideas, pasta recipes, upcoming events, 
and other relevant producer information for inclusion in 
the eUPDATE. Please email your submission to office@
durumgrowers.com by the 15th of each month. If you are 
not receiving the eUPDATE, email your request to office@
durumgrowers.com or call 701-214-3203.

eUPDATE REMINDER 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2018 CROP OUTLOOK AND 
INTERNATIONAL DURUM 
fORUM A gREAT SUCCESS

THANK yOU
2018 SPONSORS!

RAY FARMERS UNION ELEVATOR

AGT
F O O D S
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Todd Hale discusses pasta 
retail insights.
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