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The 2018 Crop Outlook & International Durum 
Forum will feature two keynote speakers, Dr. 
Joe Outlaw and Todd Hale. The event will 
be held on Nov. 5-6 at the Grand Hotel in 
Minot, N.D. and is hosted by the N.D. Wheat 
Commission and USDGA. 

The event will kick off with the banquet on 
Nov. 5 with keynote Dr. Joe Outlaw, professor 
and extension economist at Texas A&M. Todd 
Hale, retail insights thought leader, will close 
the program with his vision on consumer wheat 
food trends during the luncheon on Nov. 6.

Dr. Joe Outlaw is a Regents Fellow and 
professor and extension economist in the 
Department of Agricultural Economics at 
Texas A&M University. He also serves as the 
co-director of the Agricultural and Food Policy 
Center (AFPC) at Texas A&M University. In 
this role, Dr. Outlaw frequently interacts with 
members of Congress and key agricultural 
committee staff to provide feedback on the 
likely consequences of agricultural policy 
changes. In his role with AFPC, he has provided 
analysis during the development of the 1990, 
1996, 2002, 2008 and 2014 Farm Bills.  After 
each farm bill has passed, he has developed comprehensive 
educational materials to educate U.S. farmers on program 

details and producer sign-up decisions. Dr. 
Outlaw has received numerous awards in 
excellence for his agricultural policy education 
efforts from the American Agricultural 
Economics Association, Southern Agricultural 
Economics Association, National Public Policy 
Education Committee, USDA-FSA and vice 
chancellor in the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences at Texas A&M University.  

Todd Hale is the former senior vice president 
of consumer and shopper insights with Nielsen 
and is a sought-after industry and client speaker. 
Todd shares his insights on consumer shopping, 
buying and media consumption behaviors 
and attitudes to provide manufacturers and 
retailers with strategic visions to facilitate brand, 
category and retail sales growth. Todd has more 
than 40 years of experience in the consumer 
research industry, including 30 years with 
Nielsen, where he held various marketing and 
sales management positions within advertising/
product testing, advanced analytics and 
consumer panel practice areas. 

To view the complete agenda, register or find 
hotel information, visit the USDGA website 

at www.durumgrowers.com. We look forward to seeing you in 
November!

DR. JoE oUtLaw aND toDD HaLE FEatURED 
SpEaKERS at NovEMbER EvENt

Dr. Joe Outlaw

Todd Hale

REgiStRatioN DEaDLiNE appRoacHiNg
N.D. Wheat Commission U.S. Durum Growers Association

CROP OUTLOOK & INTERNATIONAL DURUM FORUM
Nov. 5-6, 2018  •  Grand Hotel, Minot, N.D.

RegisteR by Nov. 1
Event is FREE, but advanced registration is required at www.durumgrowers.com or by calling 701-214-3203.
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pRESiDENt’S REpoRt
In addition, USDGA board members and staff have attended 
roundtable meetings with Sen. Hoeven, Sen. Heitkamp and Rep. 
Cramer the last couple months to discuss farm bill priorities. 
USDGA’s number one priority for the 2018 Farm Bill is 
maintaining crop insurance and premiums at current levels, and 
we will continue to monitor this closely. 

USDGA continues to work with the N.D. Wheat Commission 
and the Federal Grain Inspection Service (FGIS) to address 
producer and grain handler concerns regarding consistency of 
testing for quality factors affecting durum and spring wheat. 
USDGA board members and staff have held numerous calls with 
FGIS to address and monitor the progress on these issues. We 
have also invited a FGIS representative to speak at 2018 Crop 
Outlook and International Durum Forum. 

Last, but certainly not least, we have been busy putting together 
an agenda full of educational and entertaining speakers for the 
2018 Crop Outlook and International Durum Forum on Nov. 
5-6 at the Grand Hotel in Minot, N.D. We hope to see you there!

Mark Martinson
President

Greetings from the 
U.S. Durum Growers 
Association! 

As another harvest 
comes to an end, it 
seems 2018 durum 
yields across the state 
varied significantly. 
With better than 
average yields in the 
northeast and yields 

ranging from 35-75 bushels per acre in the southwest, 
farmers were happy, but due to a price drop in the market 
less durum acres are expected to be planted in 2019.  

USDGA has had a busy year as farm bill and trade issues are 
in our midst. To keep the voice of durum producers heard, 
USDGA recently entered into a contract with Washington, 
D.C., lobbyist Jim Callan to address several durum-related 
issues at the federal level. Mr. Callan has been working on 
the following priorities: inequity in durum trade between the 
U.S. and Canada; separation of durum and spring wheat in 
enterprise units; inconsistency in durum grading; and farm 
bill negotiations.

U.S. MEXico caNaDa tRaDE agREEMENt
The U.S. Administration has reached a trade deal with 
Canada, including them in the previously reached agreement 
with Mexico. The U.S. Mexico Canada Agreement 
(USMCA), will replace the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA). On a positive note, the 
agreement addresses the foreign treatment 
of U.S.-produced durum and wheat being 
automatically downgraded to feed 
classification and subject to a different 
grading standard than Canadian origin 
wheat. The new trade agreement will 
ensure imported and domestic wheat 
are treated equally for grading and 
inspection.  

However, there are still some challenges and 
uncertainty with the language in the agreement 
on this issue. The challenge lies with the Canadian 
varietal registration system and limitations on which 
varieties are accepted within certain Canadian classes. It 
would appear that U.S. producers growing varieties that 
have been approved and accepted within Canadian classes 
will have the best access to the Canadian market, barring 

any government imposed phytosanitary or custom restrictions.  
Based on the language, there should be equal treatment in 
Canada for those varieties, which are produced in the U.S. but 
sold into Canada. The uncertainty with the current language is 

how unapproved or unregistered varieties are treated within 
Canada, and what steps will be taken in the future to get 

a larger number of U.S. varieties registered within 
Canadian classes.

USDGA is very appreciative of the work done 
by North Dakota's congressional delegation to 
address the unfair treatment of U.S.-produced 
wheat within the Canadian wheat system and 

to get positive, specific language included in the 
agreement. USDGA is working with NDWC and 

NDGGA to review the language and evaluate its 
potential impact to durum and wheat producers and 

provide input for further clarification, or potential changes, to 
the congressional delegation.

Next steps for the agreement include approval by the 
International Trade Commission and the U.S. Senate and House. 
The earliest estimated consideration by Congress is spring 2019.
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tENtativE agENDa
Monday, Nov. 5
5:30 p.m. Social - Sponsored by Treehouse Private Brands

6:00 p.m. Banquet Dinner - Sponsored by Minot Milling

6:30 p.m. Banquet Keynote: Insight on the 2018 Farm Bill &
 Trade - Sponsored by Barilla
 • Dr. Joe Outlaw, Professor and Extension Economist,
  Texas A&M 

Dr. Outlaw will provide a behind the scenes perspective of 
the current state of Farm Bill and trade negotiations. He will 
discuss the likely provisions of the final bill and their impacts 
on farmers and the rest of the food and fiber system.

7:00 p.m. USDGA Awards & Scholarship Recognition

Tuesday, Nov. 6
7:30 a.m. Registration & Breakfast*

8:00 a.m. Welcome

8:15 a.m. 2018 Hard Red Spring Wheat & Durum Crop Overviews 
 • Jim Peterson, Policy and Marketing Director, N.D.
  Wheat Commission 

Information will be provided on 2018 production, quality 
and demand.

8:45 a.m. What Did We Learn in 2018?
 • Andrew Friskop, Extension Plant Pathologist, NDSU
 • Joel Ransom, Extension Agronomist, NDSU

The challenges and opportunities of the 2018 crop year and 
harvest will be discussed.

10:00 a.m. Break*

10:30 a.m. Durum Quality Grading Update
 • Greg Neill, Senior Board Member, USDA Federal Grain
  Inspection Service Board of Appeals and Review

An update will be provided on efforts to ensure consistent 
testing for numerous quality factors affecting durum.

11:00 a.m.  Impact of Trade Uncertainty to Wheat Producers
 • Jason Hafemeister, Acting Deputy Under
  Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural
  Affairs, USDA 

Agricultural trade is critical for the U.S. farm sector. 
The short- and long-term impact of uncertainty 
currently surrounding grain trade will be discussed. 

11:45 a.m.   Fate of Agriculture in a Changing Climate
  - Sponsored by Birdsall Grain and Seed
 • Adnan Akyuz, Climatologist, NDSU

Insight will be provided on the opportunities and 
challenges of the changing climate in the northern 
plains.

12:15 p.m.  Pasta Luncheon - Sponsored by Mayco Export

12:45 p.m. Luncheon Keynote: Tracking Trends That Matter
 - Sponsored by JGL Grain and National Pasta
   Association
 • Todd Hale, Retail Insights Thought Leader

Over the past several years economic, demographic, 
competitive and other influencers created 
fundamental changes in the way retailers and 
manufacturers responded to shopper demand. The 
retail environment continues to evolve, yielding 
growth for some, but not all. This presentation 
explores growth drivers and disruptors, which should 
matter to you today and tomorrow.

1:30 p.m. USDGA Annual Meeting

*Breakfast and break sponsored by AGT Foods, BNSF Railway, 
CHS Sunprairie, Dakota Growers Pasta Company, ND Farm 

Credit Services, New Century Ag, Ray Farmers Union Elevator, 
Scranton Equity Exchange, United Agronomy and

United Quality Cooperative
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tHaNK yoU 2018 SpoNSoRS!

PA TAPA TANATIONAL

ASS        TIONOCIA

RAY FARMERS UNION ELEVATOR

U.S. Durum
Growers Association

cRop oUtLooK &
iNtERNatioNaL DURUM FoRUM

Nov. 5-6 • Grand Hotel, Minot, N.D.
Register at www.durumgrowers.com or by calling 701-214-3203 by Nov. 1.
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USDGA’s mission is to increase the profitability of durum production through effective market development

and promotion and coordinated communication and educational outreach.
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